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The Mesopotamian Anaphora of Addai & Mari: 
The Organic Dialectic 

between its Apostolic Core and Euchological Growth 
 

SUMMARY 
 Our goal in this paper is to show that: (1) The original stratum of the Anaphora of 
Addai & Mari preserves the mark of the apostolic era, reflecting the same basic structure of 
Birkat Ha-Mazon in its paschal context, also of the Eucharist of Ch. 10 of the Didache, and 
is, as well, in conformity with the New Testament theological outline of the Last Supper. (2) 
The second stratum, developed prior to AD 339, reflects the inclusion of the Old Testament 
Sanctus in addition to the Epiclesis. (3) The third stratum, belonging primarily to the year 
410 AD, reflects a 4th-Century liturgical development, mainly connecting the anaphora to 
the foundational Last Supper. The whole analysis shows that this unique remnant of the 
Apostolic Era belongs to a primordial time when the euchology of the Church had not yet 
inserted the Narrative of the Last Supper into the text of the Anaphora. 
 The contemporary Chaldean liturgical reform intended: (a) To bring the last 
Chaldean Missal of 1901 to reflect faithfully the authentic Mesopotamian heritage in its 
ancient peak with the Patriarch Timothy the Great († 823). (b) To adjust and perfect that 
structure and text to encompass an organic growth, in line with its own tradition, as well as 
with Catholic doctrine. 
 In regard to A&M, the best actual sample of Euchological growth – and the most 
important and meaningful – are the insertion and location of the Narrative of the Last 
Supper, in cohesiveness with the particular Mesopotamian anaphoral pattern. 
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