
George NEDUNGATT sj 
 
The author is emeritus professor of the Pontifical Oriental 
Institute, Rome, where he has taught canon law, particu-
larly theology of law and philosophy of law. His recent 
publications include: “The Council in Trullo Revisited: 
Ecumenism and the Canon of the Councils,” Theologi-
cal Studies 71 (2010) 651-676; “India Confused with 
Other Countries in Antiquity?,” OCP 76 (2010) 315-
337; Quest for the Historical Thomas Apostle of India: 
A Re-reading of the Evidence, Bangalore, 2008; “Search 
After Perennially Valid Truths,” in Philosophical Edu-
cation in Indian Seminaries, Bangalore, 2003, pp. 43-
54; ed., The Synod of Diamper Revisited, (Kanonika 9), 
PIO, 2001. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Synod of Dadisho (424) Revisited 
in Light of the Typology of Peter 

 

SUMMARY 
 
The so-called declaration of independence of the East Syriac Church at the Synod of 
Dadisho in 424 has been understood by outsiders generally as a schismatic act with 
which ecclesial communion with the rest of Christendom was broken off with the 
claim that the occupant of the primatial see of Seleucia-Ctesiphon was the successor of 
the Apostle Peter. In the light of the typology of Peter, however, it is possible to re-read 
the same event differently. The typology of Peter marked the Syriac patristic theology 
from Aphrahat onwards and was shared also by the Greek East and the early Latin 
West. In the context of conflict and war between the Roman Empire and the Persian 
Empire, the synodal decision of 424 can be appreciated positively as a measure of self-
defence. Moreover, on reaching maturity Churches like persons have the right to self-
determination and autonomy in application of the principle of subsidiarity. Even as un-
biased studies have recently cleared the East Syriac Church of the traditional charge of 
Nestorian heresy and celebrating invalid Eucharistic liturgy with its “bizarre” anaphora 
of Addai and Mari without the institution narrative, a re-appraisal of the Synod of 
Dadisho in the light of the typology of Peter acquits this Church of the lingering accu-
sation of schism. 


